The laboratory diagnosis of rickettsial diseases in Hong Kong.
Indirect immunoperoxidase (IP) tests against antigens of Rickettsia typhi, R. sibirica and R. tsutsugamushi were carried out on serum samples from 10 patients known to have high titres against one or more Proteus OX antigens in the Weil-Felix (WF) test. The IP test confirmed rickettsial infection in nine of the 10 patients, giving unequivocal indications of the grouping of the infecting Rickettsia species and, in one instance, showing a diagnostic IgM titre in a specimen taken on day 3 of the patient's illness. IP tests confirmed four cases of spotted fever group rickettsial infection, three cases of urban or murine typhus and two of scrub typhus.